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hinted at the author of the recent disasters. " Our honour is ruined, our ships are sunk, our men perished ; not by the sword, not by the enemy ; not by chance, but as the strongest predictions had discerned and made it apparent beforehand, by those we trust." Inflamed by Eliot's oratory, other members began to murmur against Buckingham, and when the King sent a message urging the necessity of immediate provision for the fleet. Clement Coke, the son of the famous lawyer, Sir Edward Coke, expressed the general feeling when he exclaimed : " It was better to die by an enemy than suffer at home." In taore modern language, the only war the Commons cared about was the class war.
Coke was followed by a Dr. Turner with suggestions that public inquiry should investigate the Duke's conduct, alleging his corruption, avarice, and Catholic leanings, and complaining of his failure personally to lead the expedition against Cadiz. Buckingham took all these attacks very coolly, but Charles was determined the House should know that in accusing Buckingham they were accusing the King. On March 28 he called both Houses into his presence at Whitehall, and, after vindicating his responsibility to Buckingham through the mouth of the Lord Keeper, he dared to tell the Commons that they also had responsibilities. He reminded them that their counsel and support had encouraged his father and him to break off the Spanish treaties. "... Then there was nobody in so great favour with you as this man, whom you seem now to touch, but indeed my father's government and mine. Now that you have all things according to